ll= om Kaniji: Look and Learn: 512 Kanji with lllustrations and Mnemonic Hints by Eri Banno, Yoko Ikeda, Chikako Shinagawa, KaoriTajima and Kyoko Tokashiki (published by The JapanTimes: 03-3453-2013; http://bookclub.japantimes.co.jp).
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This week’s featured article
JUJI, KYODO-

If you say yabai in Japanese when you eat something, does it
mean “very tasty” or “rather poisonous™ . i

The word traditionally means “risky” or “dangerous,’ but
young Japanese have begun to use it with a new meaning:

“ eat.” )
ul&%ﬁ%?e%rl in 4 Japanese use the word in the new meaning,
an Agency for Cultural Affairs survey showed on Thursday.

In the survey, which received responses from 1,942 people
aged 16 or over in January and February, 26.9 percent of them
said they say yabai to express admiration, up 8.7 percentage
points from the previous survey a decade ago.

An increasing number of dlctlof?ia‘rulas also include both

ings, according to agency officials. o
m??tlllilf% is underwagy alsg in the meaning of bimyo, originally
meaning “subtle” or “delicate” More than 90 percent of
respondents in their 30s or younger said they use the word
when they cannot decide if something is good or bad.

Bimyd was used this way among 66.2 percent of allrespon-
dents, up 8.4 percentage points from the survey a decade ago.
The agency said the adjective Ihas taken on more of a negative

mong younger people. _
nu’?tlllg il?mg w%gld uzgi wlajls used to describe things that are
annoying or unsettling among 20 percent of all respondents,
entage points. . )
upﬁrgglrlcg relagtivgly new words, konkatsy,or “spouse-hunting
activities,” was recognized by 93.8 percen, and ikumen, or
“men actively engaged in child-rearing,’ by 89.6 percent.

Warm up )
One-minute chat about “My favorite phrase.”

* Game

Collect words related to “word,” e.g., speak, dictionary,
language. - :

New words

1) poisonous: dangerous to one’s health or life; e.g., “Be careful!
Theliquid is poisonous!”

2) admiration: sense of wonder, delight or approval; e.g., “The
current pope inspires admiration even among non-Christians””
3) subtle: slight, and not obvious; e.g., “There is just a subtle
change in the plan”

4) adjective: a word that describes a noun; e.g., “Adjectives are
useful when describing how somebody looks”

5) unsettling: causing trouble; e.g., “The news was unsettling for
the people”

Guess the headline
‘Admiration’ replacing ‘r__ _y’ as‘y___ _’ gains new currency

Questions

1) What is the original meaning of yabai?

2) What percentage of people in their 30s or younger use bimyd
to express that their mind is not made up?

3) Are dictionaries starting to accept the new meaning of the
word?

Let’s discuss the article

1) Do you use the word yabai? If so, what do you mean by it?
2) Make a list of “new Japanese words” or ones whose
definitions are changing.

3) Do you think we should keep the original meaning of the words
or should the new meanings be accepted?
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